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SNOWMOBILES 

 

3-3-57 SNOWMOBILE DEFINITIONS. 

 

1. "Snowmobile" means a self-propelled vehicle designed for travel on snow or ice in a natural 

terrain steered by wheels, skis or runners. 

 

2. "Operate" means to control the operation of a snowmobile. 

 

3. "Operator" means a person who operates or is in actual control of a snowmobile. 

 

3-3-58 PERMITTED AREAS OF OPERATION.  Snowmobiles will be allowed to operate in the City 

as follows: 

 

 1. The staging area for loading and unloading snowmobiles will be Swan Slough boat ramp. 

 

 2. The official snowmobile route will be from the Swan Slough boat ramp to Washington 

Boulevard, and Washington Boulevard from the southerly point of contact with HWY 67 to the northerly 

point of contact with HWY 67.   

 

 3. Operators may use other streets which are the most direct path to designated snowmobile routes 

as determined by 3-3-58 and the State of Iowa.  Operation of snowmobiles within the city, except as 

limited within the official route designated above, is prohibited. 

 

The route established herein shall be the only permitted snowmobile route and the snowmobiles shall be 

operated upon the roadways of said public streets. 

      (Ord. 696, Passed 2009) 

      (Ord. 668, Passed 2004) 

      (Ord. 613, Passed 1995) 

      (Ord. 769, Passed 2019) 

 

3-3-59 REGULATIONS.  It shall be unlawful for any person to operate a snowmobile under the 

following circumstances: 

 

1. On private property of another without the express permission to do so by the owner or 

occupant of said property. 

 

2. On public school grounds, park property, playgrounds, recreational areas and golf courses 

without express permission to do so by the proper public authority. 
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3. In a manner so as to create loud, unnecessary or unusual noise so as to disturb or interfere with 

the peace and quiet of other persons. 

 

4. In a careless, reckless or negligent manner so as to endanger the safety of any person or 

property of any other person. 

 

5. Without having such snowmobile registered as provided for by Iowa Statute except that this 

provision shall not apply to the operation of a snowmobile on the private property of the owner by the 

owner or a member of his immediate family.   

 

6. Within the right-of-way of any public street or alley within the City unless the operator shall 

have a valid driver's license; or an instruction permit and accompanied by a qualified licensed driver. 

 

3-3-60 EQUIPMENT REQUIRED.  All snowmobiles operated within the City shall have the 

following equipment: 

 

1. Mufflers which are properly attached and which reduce the noise of operation of the vehicle to 

the minimum noise necessary for operating the vehicle and no person shall use a muffler cut-out, by-pass 

or similar device on said vehicle. 

 

2. Adequate brakes in good operating condition and at least one headlight and one taillight in 

good operating condition. 

 

3. A safety or so-called "dead-man" throttle in operating condition; a safety or "dead-man" 

throttle is defined as a device which when pressure is removed from the accelerator or throttle causes the 

motor to be disengaged from the driving track. 

 

3-3-61 UNATTENDED VEHICLES.  It is unlawful for the owner or operator to leave or allow a 

snowmobile to be or remain unattended on public property while the motor is running or the key left in 

the ignition. 

 

3-3-62 RESTRICTION OF OPERATION.  The City Council may, by resolution, prohibit the 

operation of snowmobiles within the right-of-way of the public roads, streets or alley or other City 

property within the City when the public safety and welfare so requires. 

 

3-3-63 TRAFFIC REGULATION.  Each person operating a snowmobile shall strictly observe all 

traffic signs and signals and all other traffic rules and regulations applicable thereto, and shall obey the 

orders and directions of any police officer of the City authorized to direct or regulate traffic. 


